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REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1 and 11 have been amended. Twenty claims remain 
pending in the application: claims 1-20. Reconsideration of 
the pending claims in view of the amendments above and remarks 
below is respectfully requested. 

Turning to the specific objections and rejections: 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. § 103 

1. Claims 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,091,120 of 
Goodnight Jr. et al. (herein the *120 patent) in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 3,852,491 of Malzahn (herein the '491 patent). 

Claims 1 and 11 have been amended to include the 
limitation "wherein a portion of the recovered proteins is 
recycled to the membrane and water is added to replace water 
removed with said flavor compounds." Support for this 
amendment may be found in the specification as filed at least 
at page 14 , lines 9-12 and Figure 6. The aforementioned 
limitation is not taught or suggested by the X 12 0 patent nor 
the '491 patent. As such, claims 1 and 11 are patentably 
distinct from the *120 patent and the "491 patent in 
combination. 

As claims 2-10 and 12-20 depend on claims 1 and 11, 
Applicants request that the present rejection be withdrawn 
from each of claims 1-20. 
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CONCLUSION 



By way of this amendment, Applicants have made a diligent 
effort to place the claims in condition for allowance, 
However, should there remain any outstanding issues that 
require adverse action, it is respectfully requested that the 
Examiner telephone Richard Kaba at (312)577-7000 so that such 
issues may be resolved as expeditiously as possible. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required in the Applicant to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1135. 



Address all correspondence to; 
FITCH, EVEN, TAB IN & FLANNBRY 
Suite 1600 - 120 South LaSalle Street 
Chicago, IL 60603-3406 

Direct telephone inquiries to: 

Richard A. Kaba 

312-577-7000 



Respectfully submitted, 



FITCH, EVEN, TAB IN & FLANNERY 




Julie A. Hopper 
Reg. No. 50,869 



PAGE 11/11* RCVD AT 3/1/2005 1:16:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTMFXRF-1I0 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8585520095 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



